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SUBJECT: JAPANESE LABOR LEADERS VISIT TO WASHINGTON 

1 . JUNE 2 EVENING EDITIONS OF ASAHI AND SANKEI GAVE FRONT- 
PAGE COVERAGE TO JUNE 1 MEETINGS OE TOP OFFICIALS OF FOUR 
JAPANESE LABOR CONFEDERATIONS WITH AFL-CIO PRESIDENT 
MEANY, DEPUTY STR WOLFF AND EA DIRECTOR PLATT. STORIES, 

ALSO CARRIED BY KYODO WIRE SERVICE, PRESUMABLY BASED ON 
BRIEFING GIVEN JAPANESE PRESS CORPS IN WASHINGTON BY SOHYO 
SECGEN TOMIZUKA. 

2. ACCORDING TO PRESS ACCOUNTS TOMIZUKA AND MEANY CON- 
FIRMED THAT, AT INVITATION OF AFL-CIO, SOHYO WOULD SEND 
DELEGATION HEADED BY CHAIRMAN MAKIEDA TO WASHINGTON IN 
EARLY OCTOBER FOR ITS FIRST-EVER FORMAL ROUND OF TALKS 
WITH AFL-CIO. TOMIZUKA INDICATED THAT SOHYO PROPOSED TO 
DISCUSS STRIKE RIGHTS OF PUBLIC EMPLOYEES AND, IN VIEW OF 
INTERNATIONAL CRITICISM OF JAPANESE FOR "WORKING TOO HARD," 

SOHYO'S EFFORTS TO RAISE JAPANESE LABOR STANDARDS BY WINNING 
FIVE DAY WEEK.ON BASIS OF DISCUSSION WITH MEANY, TOMIZUKA 
THOUGHT AFL-CIO WOULD RAISE BASIC RIGHTS OF WORKERS WORLD- 
WIDE AND INTERNATIONAL LABOR STANDARDS. TOMIZUKA ALSO 
SAID THAT SINCE MEANY UNABLE TO TRAVEL TO JAPAN THIS SUMMER, 
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AFL-CIO VICE PRESIDENT SHANKER WOULD REPRESENT HIM AT 
SOHYO CONVENTION IN JULY. TOMIZUKA EXPRESSED HOPE THAT 
OCTOBER MEETING WOULD LEAD TO PERIODIC SCHEDULED EXCHANGES 
WITH AFL-CIO SIMILAR TO THOSE HELD BETWEEN DOMEI AND 
AFL-CIO OVER LAST SEVERAL YEARS. 

3. DEPUTY STR WOLFF REPORTEDLY TOLD LABOR LEADERS THAT 
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GOJ SHOULD EXPAND ITS IMPORTS FROM U.S. BY REMOVING RE- 
MAINING BARRIERS IN ORDER TO CORRECT SERIOUS BILATERAL 
TRADE IMBALANCE. WOLEE ALSO STRONGLY URGED lAPAN TO 
PLAY MORE ACTIVE ROLE IN PREPARING COMPROMISE FORMULA WHICH 
WOULD INSURE SUCCESS OE CURRENT TOKYO ROUND AT MTN. EA 
COUNTRY DIRECTOR PLATT QUOTED AS SAYING U.S. CAREEULLY 
WATCHING BILATERAL TRADE FIGURE BECAUSE IF U.S. DEFICIT NOT 
REDUCED BY EALL, THERE WAS SERIOUS DANGER OE CONGRESS ENACT- 
ING PROTECTIONIST LEGISLATION PRIOR TO MIDTERM ELECTION. 

4. COMMENT: IN DISCUSSING TOMIZUKA'S WASHINGTON VISIT 
WITH LABATT, BRITISH AND WEST GERMAN EMBASSY' OFEICERS 
CONEIRMED THAT ON HIS RETURN TO JAPAN PROM U.S., TOMIZUKA 
WOULD VISIT EUROPE IN ORDER TO INVITE TUC AND DGB TO ATTEND 
SOHYO CONVENTION. BRITISH EMBOPP SAID TUC PLANNED TO 
DECLINE INVITATION AND TO SUGGEST INSTEAD A BILATERAL 
MEETING THIS FALL. FRG EMBOFF SAID DGB WOULD SEND 
"OBSERVER" TO SOHYO CONVENTION. MANSFIELD 
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